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SUBJECT: ICRC ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES IN THAILAND 

REF: STATE 0471 15 

1 . HOCKE STATED TODAY HIS OBJECTION TO HAVING ICRC 
ASSISTANCE FUNDS FOR ITS REFUGEE PROGRAM IN THAILAND 
PROCESSED THROUGH UNHCR WAS BASED ONLY ON DELAY INCURRED 
IN MOVING THESE FUNDS THROUGH THAI GOVERNMENT 
CHANNEL, SOMETHING ICRC EVIDENTLY HAS 

EXPERIENCED IN SOME PAST OPERATION. IF THIS POSSIBILITY 
OBVIATED, HOCKE SAID, AND FUNDS MOVED DIRECTLY FROM UNHCR 
TO ICRC, PREFERABLY IN GENEVA, OR IF IN BANGKOK FROM ONE BANK 
ACCOUNT TO ANOTHER, HE WOULD HAVE NO PROBLEM WHATEVER. 

2. IN MEETING ON ANOTHER SUBJECT LATER TODAY, MISOFF 
QUERIED DEPUTY UNHCR INFORMALLY WHETHER HE WOULD FORESEE 
ANY PROBLEM IN EFFECTING SUCH TRANSFER. HE RESPONDED IN 
NEGATIVE, SAYING IN FACT THIS HAD BEEN DONE IN PAST YEARS. 
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